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great extent, brtt there is less of mock majesty and state at the 
President's house, than I have ev(?r Ix'fore seen in the same man^ 
aion. The FVcsitlenc h;i8 none of it. My reception at his din- 
ner party was kir.d and hospitabl*, and, wonld you old fatkioned 
Virghmn believe if? he even went eo far as to introduce his 
ouffKfs to each oi?ier,a tiling witliout precedent here and most 
<il>ominaf)I>i unfashUnuiMe. At dinner ho seemed to me to have 
laid aside the royal diadem, and to have fancied himself at the 
Herniitiige, sncb was his nnrestniined freedom, his unaffected 
«lf|)c»rtuieiit AH siitisfi.;d ine that I stood in the presence of an 
old fashioned rtpuliHcan, who whenever aud whatever he could, 
l:iid aside the affectation of high life. If his measures be not as 
ixipniiiras bis manner?, the fault lies elsewhere than at his own 
door. 'rhi.< 1 n;ost potently believe; and, if ruin awaits him, 
the true c.nue thereaf will be found to lie in the circumstance 
of his having lej !i-d too much oa fiworites. This will be my 
conimeniary, and Itistory furnisher me the lights by which to 
make it. 

With the tetider of my best ^e^pt•ct8 to Sirs. Bntherfoord. 
I am D' .Sir, 

Truly and faithfully y", 

JoHS Tyleb. 



HISTORICAL NOTES. 



The Xew York Clitirehnan for Dec 31,1892, under the 
head of "Amerioana," reviews at some IfUffth the magnificent 
Mork of Miss i\i.lc Mason Bowlai.d, '-The Life and Times of 
uoorge Msisoii." '• Parties uisd i'alrcriJge in the United States/ 
by the Editor of this Quarterly, < li>«s Mie list of books, the re- 
viewer spo-iKin;,' (if it as "a very i:eat fetjnel to the Life of 
Ocorge Miison." 'i'his, in the Editor's opinion, is the very 
highest coiiipliuient that could be paid to his work. 



Fonr of the early record books of Essex County have been 
copied, and the coj)ies are safely lodged in the Capitol at Bich- 
mond. The work of copying is progressing in York, Elizabeth 
City, Ht iirico and Northampton. 

.\t the last meeting of the Va. Historical Society held Dec, 
22, *92, the following officers were elected: President, Joseph 
Bryan ; Vice-Prciiidents, Dr. J. L. M. Curry, Col. Archer An- 
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derson and Dr. "William P. Palmer; Recording Secretary, D. C, 
Richardson; Corresponding Secretary, Philip A. Bruce; Treas- 
urer, R. T. Brooke; Executive Committee, Lyon G. Tyler of 
Williamsburg, E. V. Valentine, C. V. Meredith, Orin L. Cottrell, 
Dr. B. W. Green, R. II. Gaines, B. B. Munford of Richmond, 
Prof. R. H. Dabney of the University of Va., R. M. Hughes of 
Norfolk, Prof J. B. Henneman of Hampden Sidney College, T, 
C, Williams, Jr., and F. H. McGnire of Richmond. 



The death of Mrs. Martha J. Lamb, editor of the Magazine 
oi American Ilidort/, is a subject of general regret. All who 
knew her loved her for her womanly instincts and refinement, 
as much as they admired her for her splendid talents and ac- 
quirements. 

Greg's "History of the United States"' is exciting some in- 
terest in Virginia. He is unquestionably strong upon slavery 
and the late war between the States, but be is a failure on nearly 
everything else. His account of the Jefferson, Monroe and Ty- 
ler administrations are mere travesties. He must have read very 
little upon them, and retails the idle rumors which abound in 
the works of Dr. von Holit and Mr. Schouler, who are thor- 
oughly prejudiced against the South. 

And now the newspapers announce the death of Mr. E. Is- 
Horsford, of Cambridge, Mass. He was at one time Professor in 
Harvard University, and had been distinguished for a long time 
in the literary and scientific world. 



